The predictive value of fetal breathing movements in the diagnosis of preterm labour.
A real time ultrasound investigation was performed on 64 patients who presented in threatened preterm labour. Fetal breathing movements (FBM) were absent in 17 patients, all of whom were delivered within 56 h. FBM were present in 47 patients of whom five were delivered within 56 h from examination and four of these had spontaneous rupture of membranes and/or chorioamnionitis. In 33 the pregnancy continued for at least 1 week. Two of the fetuses with false negative results showed a distinct breathing pattern different from the rest of the study group. This suggests that pattern recognition of fetal breathing might improve the specificity of this investigation.